
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•	 John Deere Pavilion

•	 Horse-Drawn Buggy Tour

•	 Performance at Blue Gate Theatre

•	 Shipshewana Flea Market

•	 BB Riverboats Dinner Cruise

•	 Ark Encounter

•	 Guided Tours of Historic Churches

•	 “Saints and Sinners”  
Themed Dinner

•	 Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery

AMISH COUNTRY &  
THE ARK ENCOUNTER 

September 14-19, 2026

American Bank &
American State Bank
Member FDIC

TOUR PRICING
$1,949 per person, double occupancy
with insurance: $2,137

$2,385 per person, single occupancy
with insurance: $2,573

A $250 deposit per person is  
required with your registration form in  

order to reserve your spot.

FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE: 

JULY 1, 2026

Ark Encounter



DAY 1 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 	 MOLINE, IL		  (D)

Journey into a world where tradition and innovation come together on this 

inspiring tour through Indiana’s Amish Country and Kentucky’s Ark Encounter. 

We’ll arrive in Moline, Illinois,  where the John Deere Pavilion brings the story 

of American agriculture to life. Step inside this impressive interactive museum to 

explore the evolution of farming through eye-catching displays, towering green 

and yellow machines, and hands-on exhibits that celebrate innovation and the 

enduring legacy of John Deere. From the early days of plowing the heartland 

to the cutting-edge technology shaping the future of farming, this experience is 

both educational and inspiring. End the day with a delicious welcome dinner, 

setting the tone for an adventure filled with wonder, warmth, and discovery.

DAY 2 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 	 SHIPSHEWANA, IN	 (B, D)

After breakfast, we’ll make our way to Shipshewana, Indiana, a community 

known for its quiet charm and enduring Amish traditions. After a relaxing drive 

with lunch and comfort stops, we’ll arrive and step into the heart of Amish 

Country for a guided horse-drawn buggy tour. As we travel through the 

peaceful countryside, our guide will share fascinating stories about Amish history, 

faith, and daily life, offering a genuine glimpse into this unique culture. We’ll 

then check in at the Blue Gate Garden Inn, where inviting accommodations 

and friendly hospitality create the perfect place to unwind. This evening, enjoy 

a comforting home-style dinner at the Blue Gate Restaurant, complete with 

hearty Amish favorites and freshly baked pies. The night concludes at the 

Blue Gate Theatre with Love Comes Softly, a moving story of faith and family 

beautifully brought to life on stage.

DAY 3 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 	 COVINGTON, KY	 (B, D)

This morning, explore the renowned Shipshewana Flea Market, a lively open-

air marketplace in the heart of Indiana’s Amish Country. Spanning nearly 40 

acres, this shopper’s haven features hundreds of vendors offering a diverse 

range of products, including handcrafted Amish quilts, vintage treasures, home 

décor, plants, tools, clothing, and fresh local produce. Enjoy time to browse, 

shop, and grab lunch at your leisure before we continue our journey south to 

Covington, Kentucky. This evening, step aboard the BB Riverboats for a 

dinner cruise that showcases the best of Cincinnati from the water. Enjoy a 

freshly prepared meal as you glide along the Ohio River, surrounded by the 

shimmering lights of the city skyline and the historic bridges that link Kentucky 

and Ohio. The atmosphere is relaxed yet elegant—perfect for unwinding after 

a day of exploration.

ACCOMMODATIONS
•	 1 Night - Moline, IL - Hyatt Place East Moline / Quad Cities

•	 1 Night - Shipshewana, IN - Blue Gate Garden Inn & Conference Center

•	 2 Nights - Covington, KY - Holiday Inn Express & Suites  
Cincinnati Riverfront by IHG

•	 1 Night - Peoria, IL - Holiday Inn & Suites East Peoria by IHG

DAILY ITINERARY 

Horse-Drawn Buggy Tour

John Deere Pavilion

Blue Gate Restaurant

BB Riverboats Cruise

Illinois Tourism

Indiana Destination Development Corporation



DAY 4 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 	 COVINGTON, KY	 (B, L, D)

Today promises to be one of the most memorable days of the trip as we explore 

the awe-inspiring Ark Encounter. Step aboard the full-size replica of Noah’s 

Ark—built to biblical dimensions—and experience the story brought vividly to 

life through remarkable craftsmanship and immersive exhibits. As we wander 

its decks, learn about life aboard the Ark, the incredible variety of animals it 

carried, and the enduring message of faith and perseverance it represents. A 

lunch voucher is included for Emzara’s Kitchen, a nearby restaurant offering a 

delicious buffet and beautiful views of the Ark—perfect for a relaxing midday 

break. Later, we’ll return to Covington to discover the area’s rich spiritual 

heritage with a guided tour of its most historic churches. Marvel at the 

Greek Revival architecture and stained glass at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral, 

admire the Romanesque beauty of Philippus United Church of Christ, and end 

at the magnificent Mother of God Roman Catholic Church, where a private 

organ performance provides a moving finale to the tour. This evening, enjoy 

a lively “Saints and Sinners” themed dinner that celebrates Cincinnati’s 

fascinating past. Through captivating stories, creative décor, and local flavors, 

we’ll hear tales of the city’s most virtuous visionaries—and its most mischievous 

characters—for a dining experience that’s equal parts entertaining, flavorful, 

and unforgettable.

DAY 5 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 	 PEORIA, IL		  (B, D)

This morning, we will say goodbye to Cincinnati and begin our journey home, 

making sure to enjoy one last memorable stop along the way. Our destination 

is Champaign, Illinois, where we will visit Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery—a 

place that beautifully combines sustainable farming with artisan craftsmanship. 

During our guided tour, we will have the opportunity to meet the playful goats, 

stroll through the scenic pastures, and observe the entire process of making 

their award-winning cheeses from start to finish. This experience provides an 

authentic glimpse into Midwestern farm life and showcases the dedication 

involved in creating truly local, handcrafted food. After our visit, we will 

continue to Peoria, Illinois, where we will check in for the night and gather for 

a wonderful farewell dinner.

DAY 6 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 	 HOME			   (B)

After breakfast, we’ll complete our journey home.

•	 Private Motorcoach Transportation

•	 5 Nights’ Accommodations

•	 11 Meals (5 Breakfasts, 1 Lunch, 5 Dinners)

•	 Admission to Attractions as Stated on Itinerary

•	 Porter Service of One Bag Per Person at Hotels When Available

•	 Taxes & Gratuities for Included Services

INCLUSIONS

Ark Encounter

Mother of God Roman Catholic Church

St. Peter in Chains Cathedral

Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery

Ark Encounter



Ark Encounter Exhibit

DOCUMENTATION:  A current government-issued photo ID is required for this trip.

OPTIONAL TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN:  American Bank and American State Bank recommend that you purchase a Travel Protection Plan to help protect you and your travel investment against the unexpected so you 
can relax and enjoy your trip. Participants may purchase this coverage from the provider of your choice. For your convenience, we offer a Travel Protection Plan, provided by Travelex Insurance Services, that helps provide 
coverage for trip cancellation/interruption, trip delay, baggage loss, theft or damage, medical expense and emergency evacuation coverage, and more. For more information, please see the included product flyer. If you 
would like to purchase the offered plan, please check the applicable box on the registration form. Please Note: The plan must be purchased at or before final payment in order to be eligible for a waiver or pre-existing medical 
conditions. If the reason for cancellation is due to a medical or other eligible reason, you may be eligible for reimbursement for such fees from your Travel Protection Plan provider.To view/download the Policy, which provides 
the full coverage terms and details, including limitations and exclusions, go to: https://policy.travelexinsurance.com/385ZA-1224. To view state specific fraud warnings, visit: https://www.travelexinsurance.com/company/fraud-
warning. The purchase of this product is not required in order to purchase any other travel product or service. Your travel retailer might not be licensed to sell travel insurance and will only be able to provide general information 
about the product. An unlicensed travel retailer may not answer questions about the terms and conditions of the insurance offered and may not evaluate the adequacy of your existing insurance coverage. The products being 
offered provide insurance coverage that only applies during your covered trip. You may have insurance coverage from other sources that provide similar benefits but may be subject to different restrictions depending upon 
the coverage. You may wish to compare the terms of the travel policy offered through Travelex with any existing life, health, home, and automobile insurance policies you may have. If you have questions about your coverage 
under your existing insurance policies, contact your insurer or insurance agent or broker. Travelex Insurance Services, Inc. CA Agency License #0D10209. Travel Insurance is offered on behalf of and under the direction of 
Travelex Insurance Services. Insurance coverages underwritten by Zurich American Insurance Company (NAIC #16535, state of domicile: New York), 1299 Zurich Way, Schaumburg, IL 60196.

CANCELLATION:  Full refund of all monies is made if cancellation is received in writing to American Bank and American State Bank prior to final payment. A 100% fee is charged if the cancellation occurs between final 
payment and departure.

TRAVELERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:  You must advise Star Destinations, Inc. (SDI) at the time of registration of any disability requiring special attention. SDI will make reasonable efforts to accommodate the special needs 
of travelers. The Americans with Disabilities Act is applicable only in the U.S., and accommodations outside the U.S. may be more limited. Travelers requiring assistance are required to be accompanied by a companion who 
is capable of, and totally responsible for, providing the assistance. Neither SDI personnel nor its suppliers may lift or physically assist with travelers’ special needs including, but not limited to, walking, dining, or other routine 
activities. Travelers thinking they may need assistance should call SDI to determine what accommodations may reasonably be provided. Arrangements at an additional cost are the financial responsibility of the traveler.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Star Destinations, Inc. (SDI) acts as an agent for suppliers such as airlines, hotels, or activities to provide you with the travel services and accommodations. Although great care is taken in 
choosing suppliers we are unable to control them and therefore, cannot be held responsible or liable for their acts or omissions. Should a contracted supplier be unable to perform the required services, SDI reserves the right 
to substitute advertised services with similar services. SDI is not responsible for any claims, losses, damages, costs, or expenses arising out of injury, accident or death, damage, loss, trip delay, delay of baggage, cancellation, 
or other inconvenience resulting from mechanical breakdowns, fire, theft, civil disturbances, health concerns, government actions, weather, and other factors beyond our control. In the case of a pandemic or worldwide or 
localized disturbance that interrupts or cancels your planned tour, SDI will do everything possible to retrieve any refundable components of your tour but cannot be held responsible for any non-refundable portions of the tour. 
In addition, SDI reserves the right to vary the tour price advertised or printed to cover any increase in airfare, volatile fuel prices, government taxes and charges, exchange rate fluctuations, or other tour-related tariffs or newly 
announced travel costs. The price of this tour is based on the US Dollar exchange rate at the time of the creation of the tour.  Pricing and restrictions may be increased due to unexpected requirements for health, safety, or 
economic welfare of tour members. Be aware that any public interaction carries an inherent risk of exposure to infectious disease or illness and travelers assume personal risk upon tour registration.  If you request a variation 
or change to your booking, SDI may choose to accept or reject that request. If accepted, you are responsible for any fees associated with it. If the minimum number of passengers required to operate the tour is not met, SDI 
reserves the right to cancel the tour.

It is the sole discretion of SDI to refuse transport to any passenger, or require any passenger to leave the tour, if it is reasonably believed that the passenger (1) is dangerous to others or himself or herself; (2) is engaged in 
or is threatening to engage in behavior that may adversely affect the safety, security, enjoyment, or well-being of other passengers, including behavior that is disruptive, verbally or physically abusive, obnoxious, harassing, or 
obscene; or (3) has failed or refused to follow SDI’s rules and procedures or the instructions of its representatives. In the event a passenger is removed, such passenger may be left at any location without any liability to SDI 
or its representatives. SDI shall not be required to refund any portion of the price paid by any passenger who is removed, nor shall SDI be responsible for any further expenses incurred by the passenger. SDI shall be entitled 
to recover from the passenger any costs or expenses incurred by SDI or its representatives in the removal of the passenger or the exercise or enforcement of this clause.

TRAVEL INSURANCE IS HIGHLY ENCOURAGED ON ALL SDI TOURS.  REFUSAL OF TRAVEL INSURANCE IS DONE AGAINST THE ADVICE OF SDI AND IT’S TOUR PROFESSIONALS. 

WHERE TO?

For further information or questions, please contact:

Loreen Marra, American Spirit Club Coordinator 
American State Bank 
525 N Main Ave, Sioux Center, IA 51250
(712) 722-4846 or (866) 938-4846

Activity Level: Moderate
Balanced blend of activity and relaxation with walks or stands of 60-90 minutes, 

occasional stairs, and daily walks of two to three miles.

Travel arrangements
provided by

OPTIONAL TRAVEL PROTECTION
American Bank and American State Bank RECOMMEND that all 

travelers purchase a Travel Protection Plan. For your convenience, we 
offer a Travel Protection Plan provided by Travelex Insurance Services.

See the included Travelex Insurance Services flyer for pricing.

  Travel Protection Plan may be purchased any time before  
or with final payment to American State Bank.

Travelex Insurance Services Inc. CA Agency License #0D10209 (“Travelex Insurance”) maintains an 
updated list of alerts, restricted destinations, and financial defaults on its website available at https://

www.travelexinsurance.com/customer-service/travel-alerts/travel-supplier. 

Insurance coverages underwritten by Zurich American Insurance Company (NAIC #16535, state of 
domicile: New York), 1299 Zurich Way, Schaumburg, IL 60196.   
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