
TOUR PRICING
$5,980 per person, double occupancy
with insurance: $6,568

$6,470 per person, single occupancy
with insurance: $7,058

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
•	 San Gimignano

•	 Volterra

•	 Florence Central Market

•	 Tuscany Hands-on Cooking Class

•	 Chianti

•	 Piazza del Duomo

•	 Leaning Tower of Pisa

•	 Martelli - Famiglia di Pastai

•	 Cinque Terre

•	 Riomaggiore

•	 Sestri Levante

•	 Hands-on Pesto Genovese 
Demonstration

•	 Portofino

BACK ROADS 
OF ITALY

April 11-19, 2027

A $500 deposit per person is required with your 

registration form in order to reserve your spot.

FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE: 

NOVEMBER 30, 2026

American Bank &
American State Bank
Member FDIC



DAY 1 SUNDAY, APRIL 11	  	 OVERNIGHT FLIGHT
Today, we will transfer to the airport for our overnight flight to Florence, Italy.

DAY 2 MONDAY, APRIL 12		  PISTOIA, ITALY	  	 (D)
Arriving in Florence, we are warmly welcomed by our local driver and guide, who will 
escort us through the scenic Tuscan countryside to our charming hotel in Pistoia. Take 
time to unwind and settle in, soaking in the peaceful surroundings before our journey 
truly begins. This evening, gather with our fellow travelers for a delightful welcome 
dinner, savoring authentic Italian flavors and regional wines as we get to know one 
another. 

DAY 3 TUESDAY, APRIL 13		  PISTOIA, ITALY 		  (B, L, D)
Following breakfast, journey into the heart of Tuscany to the medieval hilltop town of 
San Gimignano, famously known as the “Town of Fine Towers.” Together, we explore 
its charming cobblestone streets on a guided walk, passing centuries-old towers, 
artisan boutiques, and inviting cafés. Then, enjoy some free time to wander at your 
own pace—perhaps indulging in the town’s renowned gelato or taking in sweeping 
views of the rolling countryside. Our day continues at a family-run farmhouse known 
for its saffron cultivation, where we learn about this prized spice and savor a light lunch 
featuring its distinctive flavors. In the afternoon, travel on to Volterra, an enchanting 
Etruscan town celebrated for its alabaster artistry and timeless atmosphere. This 
evening, we return to our hotel and gather for a relaxing group dinner.

DAY 4 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14		  PISTOIA, ITALY 		  (B, L, D)
This morning, we board a local train to Florence, the cradle of the Renaissance, for 
a captivating guided tour that brings the city’s artistic and architectural masterpieces 
to life. As we stroll through the historic center, take in iconic landmarks that have 
shaped centuries of culture and creativity. Next up is the vibrant Central Market, 
where colorful stalls brim with fresh produce, local cheeses, cured meats, and fragrant 
spices. Here, sample regional specialties while gaining insight into Florentine culinary 
traditions and the importance of locally sourced ingredients. The afternoon is ours to 
enjoy at leisure—spend time exploring renowned museums, browsing shops filled with 
fine Italian leather, or unwinding with a cappuccino at a charming café. As the day 
winds down, we return to Pistoia by train, where a delicious group dinner awaits. 

DAY 5 THURSDAY, APRIL 15		  PISTOIA, ITALY	  	 (B, L, D)
Today brings an exceptional taste of Tuscany as we begin with a hands-on cooking 
class at a historic castle set amidst the picturesque countryside. Guided by a local 
chef, uncover the secrets of traditional Tuscan cuisine, working with fresh, seasonal 
ingredients as we roll pasta by hand, craft rich sauces, and prepare classic regional 
dishes before sitting down to enjoy a leisurely lunch featuring the meal we’ve created 
together. In the afternoon, venture through the rolling hills of Chianti, where vineyards 
and olive groves stretch across the landscape, and visit a welcoming family farmhouse 
to explore the cellars and learn about the winemaking process from vine to bottle. 
A tasting of locally produced wines paired with olive oil, salami, and aged Pecorino 
cheese offers a true taste of the region. As evening approaches, we return to Pistoia 
to gather for a delightful dinner, reflecting on a day filled with authentic flavors and 
timeless traditions.

ACCOMMODATIONS
•	 4 Nights - Pistoia, Italy - Grand Hotel Villa Cappugi

•	 3 Nights -   La Spezia, Italy - CDH Hotel La Spezia

DAILY ITINERARY 

Florence

San Gimignano

Chianti

Central Market



DAY 6 FRIDAY, APRIL 16 		  LA SPEZIA, ITALY 	 (B, D)
Enjoy breakfast before we bid farewell to Tuscany and journey toward the breathtaking 
Ligurian Coast, starting with a stop in the iconic city of Pisa. Take a guided visit to the 
remarkable Square of Miracles, where we admire the striking Piazza del Duomo with 
its intricate marble façade. Step inside to discover its artistic treasures, then take in the 
world-famous Leaning Tower of Pisa, one of Italy’s most recognizable landmarks. 
Next, continue to the charming hilltop village of Lari for a special visit to Martelli - 
Famiglia di Pastai, a family-run gem producing artisanal pasta since 1926. Inside 
this traditional workshop, witness time-honored techniques still used today and gain a 
deeper appreciation for this beloved Italian staple. Later, arrive in La Spezia, to settle in 
for a comfortable three-night stay and come together in the evening to enjoy a flavorful 
dinner.

DAY 7 SATURDAY, APRIL 17 		  LA SPEZIA, ITALY 	 (B, D)
A day of coastal beauty unfolds as we explore the breathtaking Cinque Terre, a 
collection of five picturesque villages along the dramatic Ligurian coastline, recognized 
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Traveling by boat and train, we visit three of 
these seaside gems, each offering its own unique charm and impressive views. With 
our local guide, begin in Riomaggiore, where pastel homes cling to the cliffs, then 
continue to Vernazza, known for its charming harbor and lively piazza. Our final 
stop is Monterosso al Mare, the largest village, celebrated for its beaches and scenic 
promenade. Hop on the boat back to La Spezia, taking in the stunning coastline from 
the water along the way. We will end the day with a wonderful group dinner. 

DAY 8 SUNDAY, APRIL 18 		  LA SPEZIA, ITALY	 (B, L, D)
Our day begins in Sestri Levante, with a guided walk that reveals inviting streets, 
stylish boutiques, and a relaxed coastal ambiance. A hands-on culinary experience 
introduces Liguria’s signature flavors as we prepare traditional pesto, followed by a 
satisfying lunch featuring freshly made Trofie pasta. In the afternoon, we continue 
to Rapallo and cruise to the elegant harbor of Portofino, featuring vibrant facades 
and sleek yachts, creating a picture-perfect setting. A scenic ride along the shoreline 
brings us to Santa Margherita Ligure, where we will gather for a special farewell dinner 
celebrating the unforgettable moments of our journey.

DAY 9 MONDAY, APRIL 19		  HOME 			   (B)
Following breakfast, we will transfer to the airport for our flight home.

Please Note: Airfare pricing becomes available approximately 9 months prior to departure. As airline 
rates may vary, pricing is not guaranteed until flights are secured.

•	 Round-Trip Airport Transfers

•	 Round-Trip Air to Florence

•	 Private Motorcoach Transportation While in Italy

•	 7 Nights’ Accommodations

•	 18 Meals (7 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 7 Dinners)

•	 Admission to Attractions as Stated on Itinerary

•	 Porter Service of One Bag Per Person at Hotels When Available

•	 Taxes & Gratuities for Included Services

•	 Star Destinations Tour Manager & Local Tour Manager in Italy

INCLUSIONS

Leaning Tower of Pisa

Cinque Terre

Piazza del Duomo

Sestri Levante



Volterra

DOCUMENTATION:  Each U.S. citizen must have a valid passport through October 19, 2027, to participate. If you don’t have a passport, call our office and we’ll tell you how to apply for one. Holders of non-U.S. 
passports have different entry requirements. Please NOTE: Due to airline security measures, your passport name must match your airline ticket name and your tour reservation name or you may be denied aircraft boarding.  
All travelers to the Schengen zone of Europe will be processed through the new Entry/Exit System (EES). In addition, beginning in 2026 (expected), travelers will need to apply for an ETIAS for entry into 
Schengen countries.

OPTIONAL TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN:  American Bank and American State Bank recommend that you purchase a Travel Protection Plan to help protect you and your travel investment against the unexpected so you 
can relax and enjoy your trip. Participants may purchase this coverage from the provider of your choice. For your convenience, we offer a Travel Protection Plan, provided by Travelex Insurance Services, that helps provide 
coverage for trip cancellation/interruption, trip delay, baggage loss, theft or damage, medical expense and emergency evacuation coverage, and more. For more information, please see the included product flyer. If you 
would like to purchase the offered plan, please check the applicable box on the registration form. Please Note: The plan must be purchased at or before final payment in order to be eligible for a waiver or pre-existing medical 
conditions. If the reason for cancellation is due to a medical or other eligible reason, you may be eligible for reimbursement for such fees from your Travel Protection Plan provider.To view/download the Policy, which provides 
the full coverage terms and details, including limitations and exclusions, go to: https://policy.travelexinsurance.com/385ZA-1224. To view state specific fraud warnings, visit: https://www.travelexinsurance.com/company/fraud-
warning. The purchase of this product is not required in order to purchase any other travel product or service. Your travel retailer might not be licensed to sell travel insurance and will only be able to provide general information 
about the product. An unlicensed travel retailer may not answer questions about the terms and conditions of the insurance offered and may not evaluate the adequacy of your existing insurance coverage. The products being 
offered provide insurance coverage that only applies during your covered trip. You may have insurance coverage from other sources that provide similar benefits but may be subject to different restrictions depending upon 
the coverage. You may wish to compare the terms of the travel policy offered through Travelex with any existing life, health, home, and automobile insurance policies you may have. If you have questions about your coverage 
under your existing insurance policies, contact your insurer or insurance agent or broker. Travelex Insurance Services, Inc. CA Agency License #0D10209. Travel Insurance is offered on behalf of and under the direction of 
Travelex Insurance Services. Insurance coverages underwritten by Zurich American Insurance Company (NAIC #16535, state of domicile: New York), 1299 Zurich Way, Schaumburg, IL 60196.

CANCELLATION:  Full refund of all monies is made if cancellation is received in writing to American Bank and American State Bank prior to final payment. A 100% fee is charged if the cancellation occurs between final 
payment and departure.

TRAVELERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:  You must advise Star Destinations, Inc. (SDI) at the time of registration of any disability requiring special attention. SDI will make reasonable efforts to accommodate the special needs 
of travelers. The Americans with Disabilities Act is applicable only in the U.S., and accommodations outside the U.S. may be more limited. Travelers requiring assistance are required to be accompanied by a companion who 
is capable of, and totally responsible for, providing the assistance. Neither SDI personnel nor its suppliers may lift or physically assist with travelers’ special needs including, but not limited to, walking, dining, or other routine 
activities. Travelers thinking they may need assistance should call SDI to determine what accommodations may reasonably be provided. Arrangements at an additional cost are the financial responsibility of the traveler.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Star Destinations, Inc. (SDI) acts as an agent for suppliers such as airlines, hotels, or activities to provide you with the travel services and accommodations. Although great care is taken in 
choosing suppliers we are unable to control them and therefore, cannot be held responsible or liable for their acts or omissions. Should a contracted supplier be unable to perform the required services, SDI reserves the right 
to substitute advertised services with similar services. SDI is not responsible for any claims, losses, damages, costs, or expenses arising out of injury, accident or death, damage, loss, trip delay, delay of baggage, cancellation, 
or other inconvenience resulting from mechanical breakdowns, fire, theft, civil disturbances, health concerns, government actions, weather, and other factors beyond our control. In the case of a pandemic or worldwide or 
localized disturbance that interrupts or cancels your planned tour, SDI will do everything possible to retrieve any refundable components of your tour but cannot be held responsible for any non-refundable portions of the tour. 
In addition, SDI reserves the right to vary the tour price advertised or printed to cover any increase in airfare, volatile fuel prices, government taxes and charges, exchange rate fluctuations, or other tour-related tariffs or newly 
announced travel costs. The price of this tour is based on the US Dollar exchange rate at the time of the creation of the tour. The price of this tour is based on the EUR/USD exchange rate of $1.16 as of 3/11/26. Pricing and 
restrictions may be increased due to unexpected requirements for health, safety, or economic welfare of tour members. Be aware that any public interaction carries an inherent risk of exposure to infectious disease or illness 
and travelers assume personal risk upon tour registration.  If you request a variation or change to your booking, SDI may choose to accept or reject that request. If accepted, you are responsible for any fees associated with 
it. If the minimum number of passengers required to operate the tour is not met, SDI reserves the right to cancel the tour.

It is the sole discretion of SDI to refuse transport to any passenger, or require any passenger to leave the tour, if it is reasonably believed that the passenger (1) is dangerous to others or himself or herself; (2) is engaged in 
or is threatening to engage in behavior that may adversely affect the safety, security, enjoyment, or well-being of other passengers, including behavior that is disruptive, verbally or physically abusive, obnoxious, harassing, or 
obscene; or (3) has failed or refused to follow SDI’s rules and procedures or the instructions of its representatives. In the event a passenger is removed, such passenger may be left at any location without any liability to SDI 
or its representatives. SDI shall not be required to refund any portion of the price paid by any passenger who is removed, nor shall SDI be responsible for any further expenses incurred by the passenger. SDI shall be entitled 
to recover from the passenger any costs or expenses incurred by SDI or its representatives in the removal of the passenger or the exercise or enforcement of this clause.

TRAVEL INSURANCE IS HIGHLY ENCOURAGED ON ALL SDI TOURS.  REFUSAL OF TRAVEL INSURANCE IS DONE AGAINST THE ADVICE OF SDI AND IT’S TOUR PROFESSIONALS. 

WHERE TO?

For further information or questions, please contact:

Loreen Marra, American Spirit Club Coordinator 
American State Bank 
525 N Main Ave, Sioux Center, IA 51250
(712) 722-4846 or (866) 938-4846

Activity Level: Moderate
Balanced blend of activity and relaxation with walks or stands of 60-90 minutes, 

occasional stairs, and daily walks of two to three miles.

Travel arrangements
provided by

OPTIONAL TRAVEL PROTECTION
American Bank and American State Bank RECOMMEND that all 

travelers purchase a Travel Protection Plan. For your convenience, we 
offer a Travel Protection Plan provided by Travelex Insurance Services.

See the included Travelex Insurance Services flyer for pricing.

  Travel Protection Plan may be purchased any time before  
or with final payment to American State Bank.

Travelex Insurance Services Inc. CA Agency License #0D10209 (“Travelex Insurance”) maintains an 
updated list of alerts, restricted destinations, and financial defaults on its website available at https://

www.travelexinsurance.com/customer-service/travel-alerts/travel-supplier. 

Insurance coverages underwritten by Zurich American Insurance Company (NAIC #16535, state of 
domicile: New York), 1299 Zurich Way, Schaumburg, IL 60196.   




